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Highway-simple recurrent unit network

HU Feng"', WU Yi-rong"?, DONG Fang-min', ZOU Yao-bin', SUN Shui-fa"*

(1. College of Computer and Information Technology, China Three Gorges University, Yichang 443002, China;
2. Yichang Key Laboratory of Intelligent Medicine, Yichang 443002, China)

Abstract: Based on the parallelization capability of the simple recurrent unit (SRU) network and the connection strategy
of highway-networks, this paper proposes a highway-simple recurrent unit (H-SRU). The H-SRU replaces the activation
function of the cell state with the non-saturated activation function to effectively solve the vanishing gradient problems.
Additionally, it introduces the idea of feed-forward link used in highway-networks into the cell state representation of the
SRU to make the network more sensitive to gradient changes. Natural language processing models are built to verify the
effectiveness of the proposed method using the PTB (Penn treebank dataset) and WikiText-2 data sets. The results show
that the proposed H-SRU dramatically improves the performance of recognition, while maintaining high training speed.
The perplexity value of the H-SRU on the WikiText-2 data set reaches 26.1, which is currently the best known, and its
efficiency is higher than that of non-SRU networks.

Keywords: deep learning; recurrent neural networks; simple recurrent unit;

highway networks; activation function;
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HHT, 3 TIRE S I EECT 2 BT HAAE
5 AL F A, B TR A ) s F R UE N B R
T Ak B S RS, AR — B R
AR HA JEM A28 W 4% (recurrent neural networks,
RNN) B A #i 3k K P AR RE J1, 85 2 TE 5
TR . A% G0 1 T 40 X 48 2 B A X 4% 1)
B0 Tt B B VH 2K (vanishing gradient)®! &5 a] 5,
TRAFE AT K IC1Z 5 70 (long short-term
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memory, LSTM)-41 1] I [] 326 U= i 28 X 28 ok 2% fi 1%
] #. 5 LSTM K ABL ) 145 76 ¥4 B T (gated recurrent
unit, GRU)®! [A] £ &2 PL ] 4 B A7 6f 7 1) 33k 47 706 25
T, S8 J5 J8 e FG A S A 1 PR 428 o 45 S5 A N A A
HEARLSTM. GRU )45t se 3k 13 5K i) b S0 f3
B AR R B AT AR S my, (H T PR B2, A )1 2
FEARAF GG, T RUT L 4R KA VF 2 4 XF LSTM. GRU
(SR 77 ZE 42 H, b 7 L 0E BA LT (simplle recurrent
unit, SRU)!67 2 f ARG (1) et T7 58, & Re R OR B

R HAAR I 40 H (61871258); NSFC-Hrimbe &3t 48 A H (U1703261); [E K E Sk %5 B
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A 22 9 48 )11 2R A BT SRU )1 25 3 55 4 B 1) DL [T
TLUE TR & 5 7 16 30 fh 28 B0 T 1) B ] 2 25100 {1
PR b 5 0K 2 P A1

DREE 2 2T ) B BAR T8 IR 2 45881 i
25 X 285 1Y) 235 ) J2 OB R A A 3R BB )RR AIE 15 SRR
F 7L R A S G AR 2 X 4%, ) 4% 2 ) 1 D 2
TR fi 14 iR 19100 SR, 3 S BBl o I 4% = B 3
I, IR T2 X 28 B ARG AY 2 AH 2 RE UL H T S 42
% PR 2 HI it 22 I 28 25 ey, HG b BB A ARER
I rey 3 A % 9 2% (highway-networks)®121, DL & H +
CNN [1%% 2 WX 2% (residual-networks)!'3), 757 33 23 1%
28 Tk 222 0 2 P 3 5 A6 AFLACL, 08 FH T fidd et P A 2
W 8% Ty 77 A BV O LA K X 2 3R Ak 1) )1 5 1) R AR
highway-networks 77 V2 23 384 1 X 2% 2 ¥ &, HIl ik
B 4 22131 OJE 30 |, residual-networks 7] DA # fi# 4
highway-networks [ {4144 fi.

A SC3E I % SRU &5 44 B IR AN 78 R 0, 15 e
0T BRI B K m A DX 4% 1) e AR 5N B TR
A, AT DA SRU X #6484 58 5088 T T4 A 9
R RIS B H8HT R (R PR RN S B, AR SR R b
4L (batch normalization, BN)!' i) 5L N X . A SCHY)
S R PR ITVE R T E R A, R
F W, A SCH H B9 H-SRU ATHAS EELSTM . GRU . SRU
S5 DX 2% B B 1 280 R, A8 I SR AE I 7 THD B E SRU P 4%
(LL 41 LSTM. GRU) BEAKK.

1 WEITENSH
1.1 fERfEFRET

&) B0 31 .70 (SRU) J2& LSTM f — Fh AR 44, & 411
(1 [7] 5 FE AN 4 TG — AN A B R T, S b
R T B A A A TR, 1T PR A T 45 R
SRU ¥ o Myt 1 firars, A 30 LR

fi = (c(Wyzy + by)), 1)
Ty = (U(Wrxt + br))a (2)
a=(fiOc_1+ 10— fi)©Way), 3)

ht = (’I"t [O) Tanh(ct) + (1 — Tt) [O) It). (4)

Horb oy 9T JE B ¢ I 20 (05 AL f, A, 2353008 ¢
I 21 F) 380 [ D A0 R B ), 3 DA T A B
W o #SE Sigmoid BREL; ¢, At — 1B ZI B IOIRES
S E, ¢ I 2R TR, hy NI Z ¢ BIRRIRZS
1) 52; Tanh N BECHRZS 1900 1E 1330S 2R %X (hy perbolic
tangent activation function, Tanh); W W W, A5
KBS b, by Ho B

El1 SRU%#H
5 LSTM 1 GRU 4 1§ ¥ #ih 22 M 2% AN [A] 1) 2,
SRU fif B 1 % AT — B 21 [ ik 2 i H 45 SR 1 44 At 12k
M (1) FT(2) 7] LA H, SRU 4% 2 il ks T % hy_y
(AR, XA AT DA SRR 7 (0 AT A AL R, AT B
‘i I R ] it M 3E AT 7 5. 170 Transformer! ! 4544 ()
5t 2 [ B IR Be R OC 3, DRI AE ATt R AR 1645
SN AT PLIFRAT AT & P A2
1.2 SRQ ML
o A % P 25 U2 e Stof ) o i 4 TN 24 TR 2 e
5, LB R B PR ) T 7 25 TU AR P 2% 2 1) ) . " 1
A 22 25 K R R A P T 1458 B G, o o 4 2 3] T
5 B, = A B 9 2% DLRT— 2 56 H e DL TR 70
b ) A AR DAT) PR C AR o8 (9 24 12 1
. A AR ZE A RE X
T(x) = (c(Wx + b)), 5)
Clz) = (1-T(x)), (6)
H(z) = (T(z) © F(z) + C(z) © z). (7)

) =
Hodr:z N, F(x) 9 546 1 5, WO BUE, b
fin B 17 &, C () AT () J9 W45 1 T4, 0 930 B
K, H () 97 22 B% 0 2% i 4 . A b3k 9 s o]
DB T (x) = LI, FMH H(x) 5 F(x) A1E
FMIS R R AT (o) = ONF, Bt H (o) th E— )=
MG o MR AR S5 a0 B 2 .

F(x) T(x)

R
0

(SN e
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1.3 HUERE 2B AL St E R TIRES AR
1) AR AL M= (flod+1-fhogd™). o)

TR AU BRI R SO W R N 2 R R B R
N, TUPRE R 6 BE AT RE AR AR /N, X FE L S B T T
B 5925 2 22 AR I, Tanh oR 25072 — AN S0 2 1) v A0S
BRIE B R R B

Tanh(z) =

2) AR AN PR AL

FH T AR VR R0 BRI A T, o 8 DX 2% 5 3] TR
FE 38 2> AR 22, [F] I RE B 10 B 3 2 1 ) . i Y
A AT R BR B 2R T U 2R B (rectified linear
unit, ReLU)!'®! e $0 41 R Fr 7

ReLU(z) = max(0, x). )
2 EEE R ETT
21 SEREREHRRTEN

B KT I8 A Ao 2 10 285 PR s FEE 3 2 o s 8 D O D M
B 24 J2 B 2 I DR 485 TR A8 DA % I 6% 1| 3
5 45 1) f, AR SCOE I i3k SRU 45 ¥4 KAt U 7E SRU
LA AR, BIURE AR Z BZ O AN, B
FA FRRES 1) 2 1, it 2 3K (3), P AAS SCET X
FRIRES A AT Ok, EE N R 34N 5T

1) BRI PR AL

SCHR [16] 32 T 75 19 P4 # 28 1 45 Hp i i ReLU
VE 0 oR B ) AR, A SO SRU I BEOIR 2 (R B0
BR1 B 5 I RTS8 R B Re LU, M T 38 G f 38
I PR 25 Tanh 5 62 (86 B2 Y 4% in) L, (=] 5 49 BE 0 A
25 ST SR FE L WO o it T DL A 4 g At A A
B R, 1B B ReLU &2 R 'e B R,

2) VNI e EE .

T KA 2 52 1y T A B P 485 1) JB R R R 143 JE
etk i 3 2277 U AE 2275 highway connection 3% £,
W IEHZT7 5] N SRU R eRAS 1, BI K (3) 1. 5%
T Il NS B, A SCAE A B2 50— 2 B0E 1 50k
Bl MR — 2 14 s B ol R 2
AN A b 2 B 2 LG TR 1 HL 4
BEZMIURE R, H R 5 NHT— 2 B IoR A 1
o e A 0 s Rl i == At 7 N £ R = S 5 =1
(g4 BT — ZB0S I oRE R E R T 53
SR G WA 2 AR, 8] 2411 J2 1) SR ek i 45
B H5BURTTZ 8, Bl 5 2 0 A R 24
JZ B R IeIR S I AE 2 ML N BB k4T

et —e™ "

et e’

®)

hé: (ri@g(Mtl)+(1—ré)®xi). (11)
H UNHES EHL & oNE B 2R GG R uIRES
wiH, MR U2 2 TR S, TV —
12t 2P B IeIRAS F &, RN 1Z %0 Ffar R
2, g NReLU 0H R 2L
3) iz AL bRvELL.
FEFRAEAL D S & B2 I Zr N i ) TS 2
{E AN J7 Z AT IRTEAL, DL R At ok B8 PR 5B 1028 &1
# (internal covariate shift) [ /] &2, 03831 25 i [5) B
Rt — B FE E bkt S i L& 76 SRU &5 8 vhoin A\ #it
FrifEAl, 32 B2 2 RS 3 o508 HL U0 e S T DA e
ik Eb =R AR PR BB B R P Ak FEE AR 10 e, iy L STk
[13,17] 1538 BA 85 AR AN B0 bR B0 S PR AL B AR AH
EEFHNERR. et 2 G, AT TR
H-SRU 58 [ JZ H B &5/ A 0
fi = (eBN(Wja)), (12)
ry = (eBN(W}x})), (13)
q=flodq,+0-f)oBNW<})), (14
M = (fl©c,+ (1 - f)) ©ReLU(¢;Y)),  (15)
Bl = (rl @ ReLUM}) + (1 —r)) © t). (16)

FHorp BN RR 5] AN SR #E 4k, ReLU 0T oF 25, M}
JEIN BRIt v 8 A 2 FRL TG

FRHE 20 (12) ~ (16) H H H-SRU &5 #4975 2 K, 1 K]
3 Fi, Fo R 2R R R G\ R A I X 4 R 11
fBE RN M. HEEELL YR CRESERS
BT f 2B R E R — 2 P REEES
T RS G W AR 22 A5, 1 30 2o A o B T 453 21058 0y H
M. 2 J5, ¥ W5 0 (0 M) N 3 B2 R A4S ) &
HAT N — P IE AT

‘%
.
b 4 d

+
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G g
A A
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FH A A A PR 1 DT AE T3 B i 22, B AAE 20 (12)
(13) 1 ff B 7] 5 b 1 2
22 SRERENRRTHENNREEE

— M (A0 TR 2 ) 4%, 15 22 TP S 1) 4% 3 (back
propagation, BP) 3 W5 1~ J7 i) : — AN Y IR 8] 1) )52 [7)
1% # (backpropagation through time, BPTT), H[J )\ ¢ F:f
ZE, THEAEAN I ZI R 22 00 55— AR iR 2
A b ja) b B AL 3 A ST ) SRU &5 #4) /2 2 1
RS ) 2% 25 1) 25 ) S S Y, P AASOT VA 00 ) 42 T YD
FIDIRAR BP EH L.

X (14). (15) W H-SRU L 0RE A K, N Tt
AR 1 — fL53

M = flo(flod_, + W) + ReLU(™). (17)
FIH F(c) %2 (17) o 5045 o Bk A7 55 23808 #e,

F(c) = (ft © (fi ©cio1 + Way)). (18)

B BRI Z 8 ¢, W A TR IR ZE T 6!,
FRPE )28 Lo YT M4 238 LIZ B R Z WA AT
AN, BT ReLU S0 B EUKIPE ), M el KF0
iF, 20 (17) 7T AR AN

M{ = fFo(ff ©cy+Whaf)+ReLU(¢f ) =
L-1

F(e) + ReLU(cf ™) = ¢+ Y F(o)". (19)
n=l

PR M 3R e f i, T LR IT

8<ci + § F(c)”)

8MtL - n=|
och acl

a( Li F(c)”)
n=l ]

]
oc

—1+

(20)
25 RelLU i bR B3 8 o DA R4 3R R 0, 15
H B TCIRAS IR LR IR ZE TG, N

, _OE 9 Onl oM}
ot 9ck  onl oMl oc
L—-1
. 8(ZF(C)”>
1 n=l L@l
8htL( T o )rt ey

Hob: B2, hE ALt 2R RS &l N
LZHEE TR, 30 (21) 7T %0, % SRU 45 #4 oo 4% 3 3%
T BRI (R I H my OE ERA T A TIRE A
T S HE S ) I A% P R 22 T AR B B
PLAE R 1, 7E — e FE T b A e G e R Tk U i 4

R A5 5 B0 T O T 51 76 AR 96 B 31 2% 1) A

3 SEISRNZE BT
3.1 BUBREMEE

AR ST S50 A R ASE R I R A5l FH ) 48 IR 2% S e AE
Linux 2%t 3T Pytorch - & #4 2 (1, M1 28 1 B 14
NVIDIA GeForce RTX 2080TI & 34T I Il k. 4
SCRE AT AT AR 1) A FE LR R A PTB #4842
T WikiText-2 2040 5. 4 1 S50 B P M, 2 S0 S5
FF P A3 A 19 TR b 25 I 4% 435 A 0 6 A R PO S 4L
3.2 PTBIEESEREER

A SC A H-SRU &5 74 7515 5 15 84 g 155 07 T (19
B8 77, 18 FH B9800 £ 2 PTBUS) $4s 45 h 45 17 9998
AN TR ) B R, I bR A 1R AR IR R S R
G5 RARIC AT, — 3552 10000 4N A1V, 58 B PTB s
AR IR AN 1 PR AD A2 2 T Pytorch B 5 1G5
BRI, 78 IE 24 4 B A SCfd H transformer LSTM.
GRU. R-GRU L\ Jz SRU AT XJ L 5256, 9 1 BE 47 Hb
PO AN 25 (1A 95, S 56 A FH 21 1R 40 B4 28 I 245
SR A AR TR Y : B2 35 B 650 4N 1 22 U,
Embeddings [k /N5 B 5 650, Z 5 % (drop out) 1]
KNV B 50 9. LLZEHE B 107 I 2R 4
25, TP 2 2 5 0 IEAT 3. 5. T2 I I 45,
AR ST S K FH A 2K (perplexity, PPL) 15 N ¥F A b5
HEN, BAR S aG 48 BNk 1 iR,

Fz1 FAREMENIR PTB #HIBEEHER

3 layer 5 layer 7 layer

NET

PPL t/s PPL tls PPL t/s

transformer'™ 138.76 34.26 129.00 53.16 124.17 71.89

LSTM™ 59.68 286.53 77.17 397.25 68.65 552.96
GRUY 57.97 239.40 5245 31597 63.04 436.58
R-GRU™ 90.51 236.15 49.69 347.04 54.35 446.84
SRU® 86.01 155.60 68.49 243.34 55.39 279.32
relu+SRU 102.20 166.50 98.04 316.18 88.26 393.57
highway+SRU 82.55 215.79 73.68 320.69 60.22 423.61
H-SRU 61.85 186.22 44.41 263.80 42.66 358.72

2% 1 1256 95 3% HA, transformer 45 #) B 75 B R
()38 AT 8 B, 5 7 6 2R A0 BRI, A% G908 24 b 8 T 4%
(LSTM. GRU) 7t 3 JZ B} #A A 45 19 14 e, (2 2 Bl &
W 28 J22 501D T v, E T R 9 R A il L, P R A P
g 72, Fo P LSTM 7 5 2 1 P 68 bL o Ath 2 58 22, mT R
S ST () 6 B T B SR B BT B0 TR A A AR
A4 /A 2. R-GRU' 2 3 F GRU bk 2
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ERSN OIS SEy AU Ry PG BN E A =) =l 111
AR — B R LA AR AR 0B 9 K v R AN
F 1A LLE H, R-GRU 7E )= £ 3 I P e At He A )
46 TR IR 4 AU, L BE AW T TEXT R B
FRF GRU. HT SRU A IAT IR AE ST, U 25
FEIS 5 I 1R I 28 5 48] v 5 R S R ) (B L R R
2T A WA B B 4 1 AR AR T B3]
J5 T A RS AL T I H-SRU 75 4] M. 1 2 51
B S 8 o e e O == B R R =R
S5 VI G FE AR BT SR AR (1) SRU B 18 — 48 (H 2 T
DUARE (R B8 706 B4 i, BB A 2 PRI PPLAA. {H15 —
P& /&, AR SCHE SRU 45 44 (R 2 il B %k A& oo
BRI U] (relu+SRU) LA Kz H 51N e 38 24 5 110 11 ot e
(highway+SRU) 47 1 fili S5, 285 3R B, A SCH
(") H-SRU #B A 5 B 2. (L 55, 53 4b, 2 B0 S s 7Y
(2 $ 5t 2 38 22, W0 285 (R 1| R AR 15 R 1
A 1R EE AT LR B, AR ST H-SRU 45
Py gk K T JE A SRU I S5k B PR (10 A 35, [ i)t o
BRI PPLAR, 117 HAE TR 2 P 25 1SR REDRFF R 4P I 2%
. AKX SRU AH-SRU 78 )11 ki £ A ik AR
SR AR, 2 ) A0 R R B A 2 an ¥ 4 BT s

6.5 —m=— SRU3L
: —s— SRUSL
6.0 —4— SRU7L
—v— H-SRU3L
@ 5.5F :1"\. —+— H-SRUSL
H-SRU 7L
o L
S 5.0
4.5}
4.0t
3.5 . . .
0 5 10 15 20
EPOCH

4 H-SRUFISRU 7E PTB (1B & F Ry ET L

T Ik F A5 2R bR IR AR i 28 TT LB B A
SCYE I H-SRU 78 3% AR T2 45 8 F B SR 2
AT AT S0, IF 2 RO A SC 8T H-SRU 78 SRU H 6k
ARG — 2 0 B IOIRESAS B, 3 28 X0 B FE A2 L
BHUR, RIMERFTEESEZ A EAEREER. &
1 100 D) B B b 3R B, AR SC ¥ H-SRU A L T
fE G2 M 2% (LSTM . GRU) ZEPERE E#BA &k 32
Tt BAEHE B 25U WA BT R RO T Bk
1 £ 45 2 W, 78 0 28 I 5 BB, AR SC ¥ T H-SRU
L LSTM. GRU.R-GRU 1R £
3.3 WikiText-2 1B S HEAER

N T Rk B E AR SV T (1 ) 265 25 A TR AT 5 A
A A R, SR 5 PTB ZAUL ) WikiText-2 3¢
PEAE AT 920, WikiText-21201 by PTB $d 42 352k — 1%

% . Pk &E3% FH transformer LSTM . GRU. R-GRU, SRU
DA A ST ¥t ) H-SRU 1E X} EL 236, N 245l 25 2 40
Bt B AE S 2 AT S8 N 1 A gt a), k477
JZ 25 1) S B, BARZE Uk 2 Fiok.

=2 WikiText-2 BUBEE L MMEKMR LR

NET layers PPL t/s
transformer!™ 7 161.43 166.81
LSTMM 7 55.18 1226.06
GRUY 7 57.17 983.43
R-GRU'™ 7 28.45 1050.83
SRU™ 7 55.24 636.62
relu+SRU 7 89.05 751.19
highway+SRU 7 54.02 1179.72
H-SRU 7 26.10 861.98

MFE2 B T DUE L AR SCITE B H-SRU AR
SR BEH RUBEAK PPLE, JF H W 2% I 2538 % SR T IR
& SRU LA X transformer 45 #4. {& 3 — #2142, R-GRU
FEMHAR AR R ILELLT, 7E [ IK PPLAE J7 [ 55 H-SRU
RCR M 2 T L, AE A8 S ¥t 19 H-SRU 7 /4 25 1)1| 24
U _FET R-GRU. @ Ik 3R 1 R1R 2 1 £E 5 b T
DL, 889 268 78 9 N B0 L1 S B R A A 2
ABL, IX IR AIE T AR SCESCHE A B A, AR SO T
T 1E SRU 45 #4 LN N Bk 22 15 210 s 3101 BARTE IR
JEME% (9 2) B — 58 R H R AR A i, X
HERE RS B IFAIE T SRUR KB A = 3471
I R 255,

4 4 @

FEATE A 22 ) 288 25 1) v, B ) A% A5 S5 T
W 5y A A 31 % P 1 R, L B 5 M 2 2 0 184,
PO 245 3 A ) JEAH Sy 77 L, T ) RIS fof 7 I 4% 7
P VT 5 AT I 1k BB ST Ak, 5 SORE AL U A R e
SURI R B, AR ST SRU 2 H H H-SRU 45 f 4k 7K T
Ji 4E SRU I 5 B2 PR (1) A 35, [ ) B A 2k 2% kR J2
IR 26 HH PR R FEE 9 2R 45 ) B A SCAE PTB Al WikiText-
2PN EHR AR BEAT TSRS, TR S SRR, Bk 2
TE I 53 P 30 2 #E i 1 77 1T, H-SRU 5 4% 5 1 28 [
28 A EL B AT 85K R T, B 389 0 90 2% U B, LA AR
BRI IR ROR. F3 40, 248 H ik 22 0 4 i, 2k T
GRU 15 5 R-GRU 9 RE 2% fif o J52 114 2k (1) 1) L, AH 2
FEXT B 2 4 b, A S0 T B H-SRU £ A 5 R-GRU
B R R R IR 35 75 B UL RA 12, A SCR T
H-SRU A~ G 38 G0 i 005 B 5, 76 455 1) 1R 1A T 485 o, A
RUMORAR 72, AN e RUBFAK PPLAH, J5 98 2 X it
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