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An end-to-end handwritten text recognition method using residual
attention networks

WANG Yin-tong"?, ZHENG Hao', CHANG He-you', LI Shuo®

(1. School of Information Engineering, Nanjing Xiaozhuang University, Nanjing 211171, China; 2. College of
Computer Science and Technology, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China; 3. Institute of Artificial Intelligence,
De Montfort University, Leicester LEI9BH, United Kingdom)

Abstract: Handwritten Chinese text recognition which involves thousands of character categories, variant writing
styles and monotonous data collection process is a long-standing focus in the field of pattern recognition research. In
response to these issues, we propose a residual attention network of segmentation-free and recurrent-free for end-to-end
handwritten text recognition with ResNet-26 as the main architecture, using depthwise separable convolution to extract
the representation features. The residual attention gate block enhances the important of the key areas of input text image.
Then, the text-lines up-sampling of batch bilinear interpolation is used to implement the mapping from two dimension text
representation to one dimension text line representation. Finally, connectionist temporal classification as the loss function
is employed to realize the corresponding relationship between the high-level extraction representation features and the
character sequence labels. An experimental study is carried out on two datasets of CASIA-HWDB2.x and ICDAR2013,
and the results indicate that the method can effectively implement end-to-end handwritten text recognition without any
position information of characters or text lines, and superior to the existing research methods.

Keywords: handwritten text recognition; depthwise separable convolution; residual attention gate block; bilinear
interpolation; text-lines up-sampling; connectionist temporal classification
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B, AT 1 x 1 BRIRAE, RBKE RN x w x C1
2 Hi L RRKENKE, v = 3RRKER A
W g, C KRR TR RAE. B3, AT w Ty
] P IE AL, 613 15 x 1 x O k=, &5, H

Softmax 1 CTC bR HRAF L AEFF 51 (1) 775 291, S 3
BRI GRESTA ).

ORI TN R EE R TR FE LI, 4
MNENAE 7 RN KR E . WIE . B
KNk TR T o £ F LK 23, toreh A v E
T kAR BRSSO M 3AN B E R
ik & & il B B nGates(-) A 1778 FE 7T 7 85 46 FL iR
# forwardConv(-) Al J5 8] & B2 7] 7 &5 4 B bR 2
blackwardConv(-). fJ&, t;.41 1F 9% H AR [A].

Bl BN REER R

BNt ek, a;

B tig1.

1) Def gateBlock(t;, ¢, k, «):

2) t, = forwardConv(¢;, ¢, k, o)

3) t! =torch.ELU(t})

4)  x9,x1 = nGates(t!, ¢, k, a)

5) xo = torch.tanh_(z)

6) 7 = torch.sigmoid(z;)

7 z=(xo+1)x

8) 2; = backwardConv(z, ¢, k, &)

9) z, =torch.ELU(2;)

10) tiyr =2;+t;

11) return ;41

k24 T I B o 5 SO SRR ST B
TEIE LR RIZEN, S HEE A ER T e Ktk
PR s SOARAT ERFEKERALL TR B IR A BOE
i w TR E C AR 45 R out. TS H 5E LR
B 22T R 145 R 3 gateBlock (+) L E AU M
FEAE R ELBL(-) Tikb 2245 F1 2R 2 preConv (-) A5 Ak
PG R R L postConv (+). oA 5 4 3 45 A7 bR 2 3 22
SR ESE 2 23— AT Softmax. S8
J&, A CTC & Bt 55 IR 46 SCAS G il U 21 ) 3%
AL ) B 5 I R ) S S AT 81 R 4 A B o
) STAS G PRt I8 1) Tt = 4+ e 471

BiR2 B TS SRR

WA I c ksl w C;

B out.

1) to = preConv([)

2)fori <« 0to3

3) t, = gateBlock(t;,c, k, &)

4) t = gateBlock(t}, ¢, k, o)

5)  tiy1 = maxPool(t, s)

6) t5 = gateBlock(ty, ¢, k, o)
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7) for j < 0to 2 wr:
8) t; = gateBlock(t5+j,c, k’,OZ) AR = (Nt _ De _ Ie _ Se)/Nt> (11)
. — /‘ .
D fori = BLUG L) CR = (N; — D, — 5.)/Ne. (12)

10) tg = postConv(tg, k,w, C)
11) t10 = torch.mean(tg)

12) t1; = torch.layer_norm(t1g)
13) t12 = torch.sigmoid(¢11)

14) out = CTC(t12)

15) return out

3 SEREREST
31 XEBEEMESHZE

ASAE PR 23 FE R £ 5 3 SRR 3l 7
TEIEAT SRR E RN 2 AT BT 4R T SCAR IR S 5 i
PERE. Hirh, CASIA-HWDB2.xP32 /11019 4 B 5 % 5%
B, B 35 56 S 0 TR, BN BOE R B T
(S HE N 5 091 (EHERR 4 00 F 25 FA0), 777 29 1)
HE N2 703, FE 5 43 I G A AR AR B AN 4
HA I gR e (0 FRa R 4076, T80 41 781, F
FFE 1081 508; M4 A 1 F A £ i 2 1015, 474K
A 10449, FF5 80 267 906. ICDAR2013331 B4 425k
J5T 2013 48 SCF 5 UK B8, 2B SR AL SR
N300, FAF N 91 519, F AR B BN 2703, H4
BB AL 5 7E CASIA-HWDB2 x [ 745 2 5.

A S AE Ubuntul6.04. NVIDIA GeForce GTX
2080Ti 52 % 2% 1 T, LA ResNet26 A = 44 45 4, 1
CUDA Jini#, F) B TensorFlow #4) 8 3= itk (X 2% . 78 91| 25
PR A 7k B AT AL HE, AT DL 8 A 4 4, 41
e I 2% TR Z A RE 7. 8 B e s B v ) SCAR R
EERANR A X R BT SCAR UG K N T R R
2100 x 2400, LA A2 /025 5 i N B AR O BESR AR )
WAL 2 S) B 91 x 102, 3 H.2% 2] %6 % epoch
DCEU 3G S 00N B 35, & 2 TA) 2 48 O ok
#, HAE epoch IREA 1 x 106 HF, 23] 5 A1 x 103 #
K epoch H' 0 VF (1) 50 /NFE AR B 2, I 4% J2 22 1) 1Y) e
KA IAE QISR 1 Fos. BN ZR i 1B &R Bk
IEARIRHECN 1 x 106, B4 2K bR BUE 1% 82 50 Ik ARAS

Levenstein & 5 P 2334 2 % B T 2455 900 VR4S
F 5 IR A 1 e () —Fh B2 B 7 2, mT DU AR 2
H A B AT 10—k, AR TR iR R, SR
LA J7 11016 (1 S0 PP Ak, DLAE B %6 (AR) AT IE 7 %6
(CR) SR VAl 5236 b 35 7 6 1 1 g, FL . s 3RO 0

Horf: N, R 5 06 SCAR RGO L 1) 555 77 51 R K BE
S KRB WA R I IVECE, D, Ron M bR R 4T
IR, T RNl N R R AR
3.2 LWLERITEES
321 ¥ RETFHXT T

P IRl -0 5k 22 3= T3 T B v 11 o i o)
FREZEREEEM B EERAKERT ER
FEECT KA 2 i 4 SR 4 3R 23 0], I B R IR S
HBRUWER T #ok & b ARSI 0 SCARIT ERAER)
KPR RV e N 0 1 B 2, 6 TR 1 T &, A
A Z I R AR BE DG R R 5 T IR 5, 0
B KT BT i B 100 R EfRE. Wil = 2400, M
AP Z I B R B N L = [13/2] = 12001
Iy = [l2/2] = 600. ZALlih, #2302 FR A AR 2 1) - oRpE
KO R G E NI & 3245, 245 H T CASIA-
HWDB2.x ¥4 4 F AR 9 T BN R e H 1
HIAER R (AR)~ . {K epoch FJ [H] (time) ATl 2 A5 7 K
/N (size). Hort, SCAAT R R AL A
I3 = 2400, 548K T AFE R R F{E. hF20]
LR 2R . BRI epoch B TR] R I 25 J5 RS 2L K /N i
EHY RETEAIARMAR L. L iR K BN
PRI T — e AE, B /ME R K AE 2 31 D 78.47 %o
H191.08 %, A5 AL 1 £ 16.07 %o. 4R 1M, B K epoch Ff
] A 1390 s 34 1 21 3 795 s, YIZRAE Y K /N M 26.50 MB
M E) 406.70 MB, 1X P4 7 38 3 22 KR 78 K T HE
i ST

%2 CASIA-HWDB2.x #iE& FHIEET
XAIRFIER T REF o

T RET o
ZH
1/8 1/4 1/2 1 2
AR /% 7847 8665 9053  90.96 91.08
time/s 1390 1494 1670 2196 3795

size/MB 26.50 37.80 66.50 147.90 406.70

K2 45 T CASIA-HWDB2.x ¥4 4 1) % 51 ¢
AR BT 1 Gk A P B R SUARAT R
N 2400, SE2E R IR SCARAT FoRFEKER S S
{H, R RN CAAT R K R 2 (S HE.

M2 A K, 38 K R R AT DA B v A
{EA3G I 7RI GRS R TR R, IR e 230
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B K. P, LSRR KRR 2 (R 6. o
YK epoch I ] R 6 B K ANTE — s AR KT I
SR K RERER 1, 50 24 bR K 52 )
BN SRR K P 7 A B SR

100
X 90} D
RS
# 80
- A1
- #R2
70 : : :
1/8 1/4 1/2 1 2
T EHFa
(a) #HEMHR
— 5
< -~ #ix1
o 4+ *} *§ﬂ2
=
=
=
g
&
X
B , , ,
1/8 1/4 1/2 1 2
T EFEFa
(b) X epoch i [A]
m -©- 1
E 400 -0 st ,
< y
E /
st i /
K 200
Ry
O 1 1 1
1/8 1/4 1/2 1
T RE T«

OR/E3 3P
2 CASIA-HWDB2.x #iE&H
BTN AIR AR B GE TS
345 1 T CASIA-HWDB2.x % 4/ 4 () % 71 3¢
A YR B A A % R B AR A . Ho SO AT B
KK E R R AR, A AT ERFEKEA
2400,9 EHT1EH A 1/2.

2.0

o1 2 3 4 s
HEHAE/ 10°
E 3 CASIA-HWDB2.x ¥R EHIE TISI A
IRFERIR L R AT RE TR

PNSKEIFS Rk EST - NSRRI ]
5 I BG OK, 40 2K oR B BILPUE T Y
VI ZREE R PR, 10 R BB 1) R Pl e/ B
F 2.

3.2.2 RAKEE KT

B ASC B:0 4 Rt HE, 2 5 e 5
$ Bluche 5529 Fl Wu £5 251 4 H 1) 5 Ff £ T MLSTM
[ 77 ¥, SCHR [12] 19 ResNet-26 LI K SC ik [24] 1)
DrigamiNet. % T MLSTM [ 5 ¥R H T F5 XA
G 1 SCAE B, AR I 388 VA 48 A 5 SR PR B 1] Bl A A
2% 18] 5 F 9] . A S, ResNet-26!1%!, OrigamiNet!>*! Al
AL TR T ONN, B AL 1 5] N e 8 {1 4345
BUAERFAE S B0 A% b 58 in s 1) T IR 8 70 9 R AE,
DA A 2D SCAS B 1D SCAAT ()55 i, I pH B2 I8 7 402K
SEILSCAR .

RIGH T AR JTIER SCAR 45 3, H o
€7 RN R TT 5 AR il 4 1 3 i 2R 7E CASIA-
HWDB2.x ¥ ¥ % I, ResNet-26 1 OrigamiNet ] 1 1]
YRR ) BN 79.25 %0 F181.72 Yo, T A 3 J7 13 5230 ()
P AE 209 90.53%, BEHT I #5737l 4 5y 14.23 %o £
10.78 %. 7£ ICDAR2013 %4 % I, Bluche %% Fl Wu %
2 H 1R 7 2 3R A5 AR 2 43 S0l 2 68.32 %0 1 80.09 o,
J& B 2R RCHT A PR T 11,77 %oy A 3 Fh 2k
T CNN J7 92 141 #E 5 2 73 3l 9 68.50 o 71.22 %o Al
81.40 %o. Xf T s 2 5 Lb A5 (1) 588 T SCAS U J5 7%, A
715 4E CASIA-HWDB2.x fI1 ICDAR2013 3 #5 45 I
BIRAS T A e 2, HLBH B s T ar 3 Fp oy vk, R
DRI 55 B 70 25 A PRI AR A AT BT LR M 2R R 3 v, LA
ST 3 B0 7% B W] B FH T 5 SO GUSCAR R ), T L
BRI RN 2 H A RF IG5 T 4.

3 CASIA-HWDB2.x #1ICDAR2013 #iE%5%

LTHFERETIAKIRANEE %
CASIA-HWDB2.x ICDAR2013
ik

AR CR AR CR
ik [29] 771k — — 68.32 -
SCHR [12] 77 79.25 80.61 68.50 69.80
SCHk [24] 77 81.72 83.54 71.22 72.98
SCHiR [25] 771 - — 80.09 —
AR ICT7 90.53 92.60 81.40 82.85

4 & #

BT 5 R SCSCA TR A A7 A 1 1), A SCHR Y
TR R 4 1Y 3 B v 5 SCASR TV AR
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— BRI VI 4 ARG B IR A AL, RS LE IR AR
FESCAAT AL BAS BTS2 BT 5 SRR, 5 Z= T
1 RE 8 3G 9 SOA B T 2B IR R B A R AR S
SR 3 50 AR ER AN SRR S SUARAT
R RENS S T YE SRR IR B 4ESUARAT RN
RIS B 2% HH IEFE N 23 S A 2k s Eek 51 5 R )
RO RN 255 AR, FEE 2 5 RN T7
R A SCRR W BT R S SR B R A BRI i
PRI BIRE B, FEARR I TAE R B E S OFEF5 X
AR TR o ToE P W 2 S i iR A s, 5
AR AR X 2% 2K SR A B8 22 1 ot B F) 97 189 il DA s
LRI AL 1) 78 7311 2.
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