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Beaver algorithm: A nature-inspired metaheuristic algorithm

LIAO Xiang"t, ZHOU An-qi', LIUKe', ZHENG Zi-yu', FU Bo', LI Chao-shun®

(1. School of Electrical and Electronic Engineering, Hubei University of Technology, Wuhan 430068, China;
2. School of Civil and Hydraulic Engineering, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074,
China)

Abstract: In order to overcome the limitations of traditional numerical methods in dealing with complex optimization
problems and improve the efficiency of finding global optimal solutions, this paper proposes a new metaheuristic
algorithm called Beaver algorithm (BA) to solve global optimization problems. According to the felling behaviour of
Beavers during the construction of Beaver dams, the BA divides Beavers into three types: Inspection Beaver,
development Beaver, and cutting Beaver, to simulate their group cooperation in the felling process. The development
Beaver searches unknown timber land randomly to find new timber resources. The cutting Beaver rushes to the
inspection Beaver to collect wood and is in the process of raiding to find wood resources. The inspection Beaver lead
the whole Beaver towards the direction of the most abundant wood resources. The BA is tested on the CEC 2017 test
function and compared with seven other algorithms. The results show that the BA obtains the best solution in most
functions and has strong optimization ability. In addition, the BA is applied to two challenging engineering problems,
such as tension/compression spring design and three-bar truss design, and is compared with the other two algorithms.
The results show that the BA achieves the best optimization in engineering problems and performs better than the other
two algorithms.

Keywords: metaheuristic algorithms; Beaveralgorithm; swarm intelligence optimization; global optimization; single
objective; optimization algorithm
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mean 5.255 6e+02 1.063 7e+10 9.368 6e+07 8.267 6e+08 1.888 5¢+08 3.151 7e+03 1.510 7e+07 1.230 6e+08
CFl std 5.374 9e+02 3.129 6e+09 1.746 3e+08 1.077 7e+09 3.262 9e+08 3.119 1e+03 6.292 6e+07 4.309 8e+08
mean 3.000 0e+02 1.321 4e+04 2.601 5e+03 1.465 4e+03 8.666 2e+02 4.493 1et+02 2.796 1e+03 1.275 3et+04
CF3 std 1.511 3e-13 3.971 2e+03 2.019 6e+03 1.399 0e+03 8.347 6e+02 1.497 1e+02 2.571 0e+03 1.329 8e+04
mean 4.017 Se+02 1.163 0e+03 4.422 3e+02 4.589 7e+02 4.339 0et+02 4.103 0e+02 4.182 let+02 4.275 0e+02
CF4 std 1.408 9e+00 3.980 7e+02 4.527 1e+01 5.387 0e+01 4.080 6e+01 1.642 3e+01 2.118 7e+01 3.556 2e+01
mean 5.145 6e+02 5.795 8e+02 5.352 3e+02 5.384 2¢+02 5.400 2e+02 5.481 2e+02 5.224 1e+02 5.319 2e+02
CF5 std 2.783 S5e+00 1.946 4e+01 1.450 3e+01 1.335 6e+01 1.423 6e+01 1.471 5e+01 1.344 1e+01 1.282 8e+01
mean 6.069 0e+02 6.435 2e+02 6.218 2e+02 6.194 1e+02 6.228 6e+02 6.219 5e+02 6.021 1e+02 6.037 1e+02
CF6 std 3.062 9e+00 1.181 5e+01 1.204 0e+01 6.592 5¢+00 1.241 1et+01 1.206 3e+01 2.201 1e+00 3.796 1e+00
mean 7.307 3e+02 8.030 3e+02 7.618 7e+02 7.470 8e+02 7.677 0e+02 7.734 3e+02 7.351 7e+02 7.491 1e+02
CF7 std 8.605 9¢+00 2.329 5e+01 1.911 3e+01 1.190 0e+01 1.718 5e+01 2.238 6e+01 1.075 4e+01 2.086 4e+01
mean 8.131 3e+02 8.521 7e+02 8.286 7e+02 8.179 4e+02 8.228 1e+02 8.289 8e+02 8.158 6e+02 8.292 3e+02
CF8 std 4.159 3e+00 1.040 0e+01 7.864 4e+00 3.652 1e+00 6.466 1e+00 9.455 9e+00 6.353 2e+00 1.120 5e+01
mean 9.231 1e+02 1.400 6e+03 1.174 6e+03 1.086 4e+03 1.105 9e+03 1.169 4e+03 9.254 4e+02 1.086 0e+03
CF9 std 2.058 6e+01 2.199 2e+02 2.691 6e+02 1.087 9e+02 1.405 3e+02 2.137 5e+02 4.268 5et+01 3.319 6e+02
mean 1.231 7e+03 2.482 1e+03 2.009 6e+03 1.752 0e+03 1.713 2e+03 1.967 5e+03 1.729 0e+03 1.947 7e+03
CF10 std 1.328 1e+02 2.439 5e+02 3.527 1e+02 2.189 1e+02 1.784 2e+02 2.912 3e+02 3.934 0e+02 2.882 7e+02
mean 1.111 9e+03 3.368 7e+03 1.169 6e+03 1.181 9e+03 1.153 7e+03 1.147 2e+03 1.143 7e¢+03 1.280 9e+03
CF1 std 5.719 2e+00 3.102 3e+03 5.505 0e+01 7.489 1e+01 3.747 8e+01 2.973 5e+01 3.720 1e+01 3.623 3e+02
mean 6.114 5e+03 2.934 4e+08 1.114 0e+06 1.681 4e+06 4.461 0e+05 2.083 1e+06 5.486 6e+05 2.394 3e+06
CF12 std 3.496 8e+03 2.568 8e+08 1.460 5¢+06 1.440 1e+06 9.308 9e+05 2.777 1e+06 6.687 9¢+05 4.423 6e+06
mean 1.647 5e+03 1.238 7e+06 1.475 2e+04 1.233 6e+04 2.329 1et+03 1.179 2e+04 1.506 1e+04 1.298 7e+04
CF13 std 1.403 3e+02 3.425 0e+06 1.015 7e+04 6.466 3e+03 8.623 3e+02 9.228 8e+03 1.065 3e+04 1.249 3e+04
mean 1.449 3e+03 2.312 6e+03 3.437 1e+03 4.006 5e+03 1.472 7e+03 2.329 8e+03 3.531 0e+03 4.488 3e+03
CF14 std 1.163 9e+01 1.144 8e+03 2.107 8e+03 3.162 7e+03 3.852 7e+01 1.231 8e+03 2.076 5¢+03 5.329 2e+03
mean 1.563 0e+03 1.250 0e+04 4.381 3e+03 5.157 1e+03 1.645 1e+03 6.076 6e+03 7.740 0e+03 9.222 5e+03
CF15 std 2.387 2e+01 6.517 1e+03 1.993 5e+03 3.434 5¢+03 8.146 9e+01 4.921 5e+03 5.900 4e+03 9.803 3e+03
mean 1.607 6e+03 1.992 3e+03 1.872 0e+03 1.832 9e+03 1.800 7e+03 1.910 6e+03 1.768 6e+03 1.755 4e+03
CF16 std 6.236 5e+00 1.342 3e+02 1.185 0e+02 1.035 0e+02 1.270 6e+02 1.601 6e+02 1.382 8e+02 1.227 1e+02
mean 1.738 9e+03 1.812 8e+03 1.777 9e+03 1.759 0e+03 1.758 8e+03 1.784 0e+03 1.770 4e+03 1.790 6e+03
CF17 std 7.999 3e+00 4.131 0e+01 2.755 5e+01 1.184 3e+01 1.509 6e+01 4.280 0e+01 4.387 3et+01 6.555 1e+01
mean 1.960 8e+03 6.270 9e+06 2.251 7e+04 8.600 4e+03 3.894 5¢+03 1.812 5e+04 2.641 2e+04 2.624 7e+04
CF18 std 8.754 1e+01 1.891 6e+07 1. 201 5e+04 5.811 1e+03 5.066 0e+03 1.185 9e+04 1.510 8e+04 1.528 6e+04
mean 1.929 Se+03 4.597 2e+04 1.787 7e+04 9.018 8e+03 1.947 4e+03 9.908 0e+03 1.992 7e+04 9.336 0e+03
CF19 std 1.108 9e+01 6.236 5¢+04 4.442 1et+04 2.034 3e+04 4.162 0e+01 9.305 5e+03 4.922 0e+04 9.851 2e+03
mean 2.044 6e+03 2.188 7e+03 2.129 1e+03 2.100 3e+03 2.079 6e+03 2.131 6e+03 2.081 5e+03 2.086 2e+03
CF20 std 1.251 1e+01 7.453 0e+01 6.694 8e+01 5.460 4e+01 3.838 0e+01 7.523 4e+01 4.986 0et+01 6.388 9e+01
mean 2.187 9e+03 2.343 7e+03 2.295 4e+03 2.312 2e+03 2.263 2e+03 2.303 3e+03 2.317 1e+03 2.309 7e+03
Cr21 std 4.665 5e+00 5.281 0e+01 7.039 6e+01 3.425 2e+01 6.492 2e+01 6.619 1e+01 8.938 0e+00 4.789 9e+01
mean 2.285 4e+03 2.926 7e+03 2.330 7e+03 2.346 4e+03 2.320 8et+03 2.341 3e+03 2.314 6e+03 2.324 1e+03
CF22 std 2.955 8e+01 3.091 9e+02 3.241 2e+01 3.963 5e+01 4.712 1e+01 1.687 1e+02 2.991 5e+01 7.756 2e+01
mean 2.419 0e+03 2.712 4e+03 2.645 0e+03 2.674 2e+03 2.650 2e+03 2.644 5e¢+03 2.624 8e+03 2.631 3e+03
CF23 std 9.519 6e+00 2.765 9e+01 1.886 2e+01 2.801 9e+01 1.812 3e+01 2.086 5e+01 1.353 5e+01 1.265 6e+01
mean 2.594 S5e+03 2.919 7e+03 2.766 8e+03 2.755 9e+03 2.656 1e+03 2.765 9e+03 2.753 3e+03 2.758 7e+03
CF24 std 1.300 9e+02 9.757 8e+01 4.239 6e+01 9.602 5¢+01 1.353 2e+02 5.374 6e+01 1.573 3e+01 5.035 1e+01
mean 2.892 8e+03 3.513 5e+03 2.938 5¢+03 2.963 7e+03 2.937 0e+03 2.926 7e+03 2.937 7e+03 2.950 4e+03
CF25 std 7.966 0e+01 3.007 9e+02 2.680 0e+01 4.423 0e+01 3.075 3e+01 2.620 0e+01 1.480 8e+01 2.644 7e+01
mean 2.824 3e+03 3.957 5¢+03 3.120 0e+03 3.510 1e+03 3.061 6e+03 3.292 4e+03 2.983 7et+03 3.029 5e+03
CF26 std 6.234 Se+01 4.696 6e+02 1.884 8e+02 3.909 0e+02 2.938 9e+02 4.581 3e+02 1.829 2e+02 2.079 8e+02
mean 3.063 8e+03 3.297 6e+03 3.111 8e+03 3.187 4e+03 3.108 0e+03 3.115 3e+03 3.096 6e+03 3.098 8e+03
CF27 std 1.258 7e+01 7.137 9e+01 2.724 8e+01 3.900 1e+01 2.613 9e+01 3.154 1e+01 6.643 Se+00 1.570 5e+01
mean 3.129 Se+03 3.820 1e+03 3.324 7e¢+03 3.394 9¢+03 3.288 6e+03 3.337 6e+03 3.376 2e+03 3.357 0e+03
CF28 std 3.965 0e+01 7.636 6e+01 9.976 0e+01 1.706 5e+02 1.227 9e+02 1.250 8e+02 8.869 5e+01 1.259 4e+02
mean 3.138 4e+03 3.368 3e+03 3.258 0e+03 3.234 3e+03 3.222 5e+03 3.306 8¢+03 3.216 6e+03 3.255 0e+03
CF29 std 7.285 4e+00 8.424 8e+01 7.084 0e+01 3.841 5e+01 5.803 9e+01 8.877 8e+01 5.252 9e+01 5.659 6e+01
mean 5.642 S5e+03 1.873 6e+07 1.263 9e+06 1.263 4e+06 2.117 3e+05 2.751 0e+05 1.189 6e+06 5.695 9e+05
CF30 std 1.827 Se+03 1.371 8e+07 1.587 8e+06 1.657 3e+06 3.979 3e+05 2.908 3e+05 1.273 6e+06 5.277 2e+05
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CF26. CF28 ~ CF30 /1: BA BUf5 1 4 1> F g A
FrifEZE, R4 BA U5 M aF H AR E M.

ST E, BA B RIFHIIT K AE ST 4 /IR R
RE T, DL RS i i 2 5 s N S BB e AR AR 1R BE 7, B G
il 7 FpRE R I AL,
3.4 CEC 2017 WK R E AWt 22 247

1 4 BA F1 7 Fp LU B AR CEC 2017 )k
BR 3 B s Sl 28, #E CF1. CF3 ~ CF5 H1: BA 1]
PUE WS IRAT B I 13 B BE A, e T FAoxf L B
%5 1£ CF6 1 BLAR BA %A HUAS o I 1 1 B2 4,
{H 2 H 45 78T O0A. POA. AVOA. SCSO. ZOA;

>N

7E CF7 F1 CF8 H: BA S S5 15 b H A 1

ISP A 5 i, OOA HUf5 1) 38 B B {8 55 %25 7F CF9 H:
BA HU45 11 B FE B A X T- MFO, 1fi OOA. AVOA
WSk B2 A8 Hod 5B N R s ;£ CF10 ~ CF16.
CF18. CF21 ~ CF24 t1: BA WSl 7 e b, BUAS 1
I N A fe i £E CF17. CF20 H: MFO BU43 7 & if
(1 3E BB {E, BA BUAS & B FE E L IK T MFO
LSS B AR #E CF19 R POA. BA HUfS ()3 B
FEAE 5 4F, BA HIW SIS 2 KT POA B US SUI% FE 5
7E CF25 H1: BA HU{5 [ 3& 37 FEfH AL Ik T POA; 1E
CF26 11 CF27. CF29 1 CF30 H: BA 0] P i 83t
SRAT B U 1R 38 L BE AR, AT ARG LGB 7R CF28
W BA U 138 M AR T AVOA.

10’ -
=
s 3 6 = 2.8
E s 10 e
> > = L_‘
o = —
’4:—5 e 105 : 2 6 L —
iy iy -] 1 &7
[} o 104 L 5
o
10° * ! . ! . ! . . 2.4 * ! * !
0 100 200 300 400 500 0 100 200 300 400 500 0 100 200 300 400 500
iteration iteration iteration
(a) CF1 (b) CF18 (c) CF23
— O0OA — SCSO ZOA POA AVOA GWO — MFO — BA

El AR

BRI, BA 75 K30 MR s 5 EHUS T
2E 5. MECT ot 7 FhETVE, BA (1 BE T Inh k.
3.5 CEC 2017 5B E% R o4

2 8 BA 5 7RI EIE ML IS AT 30 IR
RIS HIAH K. #E CF1. CF3 ~ CF5 H1: BA (46 %
B T Hfh vk, AR R EI8E, R B BA 7E CFL.

CF6 H': GWO HU5 3% 87 B A Fl A% 8 P i i, BA
A 1R 38 5 FN A2 PR T OOA. SCSO. ZOA.
POA. AVOA; 7£ CF7 ~ CF21. CF23 #: BA HUE 1)
X P AR A o LR fe e ; /£ CF22. CF24 1 BA Hif3
()3 7 B2 AL e S A I B, e MR e I i £
CF25 ~ CF30 H': BA HU15 ()18 B B A8 & 4F H R A=

CF3 ~ CF5 " HUG HE N A A 8 MR e s 72 E.
10° g 10° =
© = H ) ) ~ T - + =
R : ﬂ S| s mln ool
By 0 LAl
sop g U2 H -
ha LLL&,LL_”:M)}*;&L;.;@*@ ;L‘!L;E%
10’ 0 -
O 00 O 00 S} 00
Oogé% 1/0%0;408« s© P OO%PE)% 1/0%0;408@ 2s© P OO%PE)% 1/0?:20%05;«1& 2s© P
algorithm name algorithm name algorithm name
(a) CF3 (b) CF11 (c) CF13

E2 FEEE

BRI E, BA FEKHES 73 A B B b BAS 1 s
()45 R B A E PRI AT ot 7 Fh AR, BA ()
AL RCR B4
3.6 LRTERIHE

FEARAT I, AR SOH BA R T A/ s 46 5 35 &
TH AT BB AR IR, K BA 73 31 1) 45
5 tn EARALSTE, KRS (water flow optimizer,

WFO) 45 S 3E 47 065 b4 B, DLSGIE L A v 2B T
T I R P 205 2R
3.6.1 Rl EEEERT

FEIX IR 7, 55 1A TR A a5 4/
R ER BT 1% TR L Ak B AR TE — e R
TR B R A/ R AR B BN R R D RS 2R P
fd. LB AR D U AL N, Bk E 3
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F40%

Fios . ZYR AT AIE M 2 (g0)s BIVIR T (g2)-
MR (g5) MAMERIR (g.). A EECA Ry
Variablex = [d, D, P|.
min f(z) = (23 + 2)z,22,

Ty
—1- <0,
9:(2) 7178521
42 — 2,2, 1
= ~1<0
9:(%) = 135606zt — o1) T 510822 ’
140.45
gole) =1 — " <,
X224
gulz) = 222 1 <0,
0.05 < 2, < 2, 0.25 < x, < 1.3,
2 <z, < 15. (11)

E3 i/ ELRRE IR
R 3 LA/ A B Vv i) A e A R L
X ELEE R W] BA U IO 45 R e s, IR AL T3S B
SRV, A R A1/ s 4 580 S R T AT R ) R
.

R/ RA/EGEEEIRT B R LS RISEE

algorithm d D 174 best weight
BA 0.0520 0.359 8 11.569 4 0.0132
O0A 0.056 2 0.472 1 7.026 8 0.0135
WFO 0.078 7 1.002 6 2.840 4 0.0300
3.6.2 =FFHIZEHITH

FEIX TR T, 5 2 A AR AL 1) g 2 = A #r
DRV 1% AR IR A DE A H 2 e TR A A T
R (o Ay ) KB/ =TT B HAA R, BARan 14 4
. TR BB A AR R AN T B
Variablex = [z, x,).
min f(z) = (22 x 2, 4+ 2,) x [;

\/§ X Xy + Xy

g(z) = x P—o0<0;
V2 x 22+ 2x, 1,
Zo
) = XP—0<0;
9:(7) V2 x 22 + 23,
1
)= ——— X P—-0<0;
93(2) V2 X 2y + 14
[ =100 cm; P =2kN/cm?; o = 2kN/cm?;
0<a <1, i=1,2 (12)

R 4 N =AM ZRBLTE 1) AR 0 45 R0t b X L
ZERR Y] BA UG 045 R f, W1 R AT 5T LE S,

P
El4 =FH5at
T4 SRR & AR XS EE

algorithm Ty Ty best volume
BA 0.785 3 0.4179 263.909 2
OOA 0.793 5 0.3957 263.995 8
WFO 0.794 3 0.394 0 264.075 2

FLf o = AT M ZRBE T 1)L EAT R RIRCR.

4 ZWRRRRITAE

AT — Tl (TR K 0 E R U,
B A 5% (BA). Z AR I R BOR IR T 28 (1A% AR
170, AR % B 15 TR IR R % 2h, 38t 4t
AN GAEARAT JE R TR ) R R X
CEC 2017 & #E W3 28 Z0R 9 /> T R2 A0 Ak vl 58 i) A
Fe, VY 7 BA [PERE. 75 CEC 2017 2 1 I bR 44
sea i, K BA 5 Al 7 BB kR 45 Rt 4T T
BT, IR S5 SRR, BA 18 TG Bkt R I A N
BRI, 725y MR R B 3R A5 1 i AR 78 TAREAR
A4 17 R ) SE B H KE BA S5 H A R R R 45 TR
17 7 A, seie ah R B, BA 18 TR0k 7] &
HI IR TR A IR, A ORI TR AR

KA TAERT LATF R BA I = 3#EHI A £ H bR
AR, AU B R U 22 5 AR A e . 72 S 7 T
BA 1] F TR R BUERLRI . H 5 53 B 55 1] .
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