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Guided feature fusion algorithm for small object detection based on
cross-domain dual-stream network
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Abstract: To address the challenges of small object detection in UAV aerial images, where targets are typically small
in size, densely distributed, and lack clear texture details, this paper proposes a guided feature fusion algorithm based
on a cross-domain dual-stream network. Specifically, a spatial-frequency collaborative dual-stream architecture is
introduced in the backbone, in which spatial-domain and frequency-domain feature extraction pathways are constructed
in parallel. The spatial stream focuses on capturing local detail features, while the frequency stream incorporates an
edge and frequency enhancement module. This module performs three-band frequency decomposition via frequency
transformation and dynamic Gaussian masking, and employs a context-aware gating mechanism to adaptively enhance
features at different frequency bands, thereby improving the network's global context perception capability.
Subsequently, an adaptive spatial-frequency collaborative fusion module is designed to efficiently integrate cross-
domain features through dynamic weight allocation. Finally, a guided three-branch fusion module is adopted in the
neck network, where the main-branch features serve as guidance to adaptively fuse semantic and detailed information
from upsampling, main-branch, and cross-layer features, effectively alleviating semantic discrepancies across different
scales. Experiments conducted on the VisDrone2019 and TinyPerson public datasets demonstrate the effectiveness of
the proposed method.
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B J5, R 7S 18] 5] SRS M, 5 IR 4 Bl

I SCHEAT IR PRV 0, TSI = AR AIE Y I ) 1 5.
P,=P,® My, U, =U,@M,. (25
DR SEIR = B RRAE (8] 1) & S5, GTF Wl =
M ENE S o, B, v EUE H 2 2 2R 1%
H )15 3, 2 ReLU fRuFdES) 47 5] S aha&n
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FxE

LR & . & R 52 B AL 5] 3, ATARYE AN

RPAIE F) A 1 3 L A A 4 20 S STk L A
Wam = (@) +6(8) +0(7) + &, (26)

Weum
Hr, e = 1079 B IEBRZ 15/ INE £
J5, X3 x 3BRNT G 347 R ARk 5 5
RREL LN
X, = Convy,5(Gy). (28)
ZAEHE I 3 B 51T RS A IBLE], SR
SR BT S MR BT UE RN RS
2 SERERE5T
2.1 LR E SRR
A S — 5k B A7 816G 1 NVIDIA
RTX4080Ti ¥, &R B A A 570.172.08, CUDA
A 12.8. 5256 5 F python it A< 3.10, Pytorch iz
A 2.4.1. TEE NGRS REE S 640%640 145,
2SI RN 0.01, batchsize ¥ B N 4, e Kl 4
HHE R 300.
A vEAL B ARk DA AR MR, SeBe R A T
FEPA ToU BE (0.5 A1 0.5-0.95) N )7 ¥ k5 i %
¥ mAP50% A1 mAP50 — 95%, i 11 %) ¥ F1-

score, 115 & FLOPs. #2424 & Params UL [ &0
AbFEMTEL FPS 55 2 MM RAR Pl AR Y.
22 SERBEESE

A% WF 98 78 VisDrone2019"" #I TinyPerson %
DA TFEARE LT 7925, VisDrone2019 %4 4
A 10209 KB ANIATE R, Xl AilgE 6471
5K, BrELE 548 FKATIRKEE 3190 5K, FL4) 260 714
Fryd il A, H FR#E 5324 10 /2551, TinyPerson £
PN B AR Mg b B NP E br. Horb it
BE 1610 FKEMR, I HFahER 72651 A HARL St
HE, TinyPerson H F) N A X e/, BIAG R ~F A
1920x1080, AW RFIEH /N T 20 53R,
2.3 VHRRSER
2.3.1 AEBEREER LR ST

BSR4 %) 5 T B SO0 I 2 1) 5 5 R
FERA /N B As R I 25 0 A ML A A A 5%
A RO, A SCEET YOLOvI In R 7
VisDrone2019 5 TinyPerson P> A - Hdfi 4 F itk AT
THRLSLES, 85 RN 1 M 2 s, £E VisDrone2019
Kol 4 L FTHE 7R I mAP50% FlmAP50 — 95%
AR 3 AIFE T 1 8.1% F15.1%. 7E TinyPerson
HARE BRI T 4.1% F11.37%, 1% 5556 45 5%
N A Gt P ORANER 7 el EE RS S

F1  TEMEIRZE VisDrone2019 HIEE AU HFHSDIS 4

Baseline P2 IDFC EEFA ASFCF GTF P R FI  mAP50% mAP50—95% ParamsM FLOPS/G  FPS
v 442 342 38.6 339 19.4 2.58 6.3 268.0
v v 474 37.2 41.7 37.6 22.1 291 10.7 204.0
v v v 49.6 39.2 43.8 40.0 23.7 4.64 23.5 179.5
v v v 48.6 38.3 42.8 38.9 22.6 3.77 7.5 151.7
v v v v 48.2 38.6 429 39.1 22.8 3.52 6.9 134.3
v v v v v 504 396 444 40.1 235 3.63 7.0 121.4
v v v v v v 50.8 41.2 45.5 42.0 24.5 4.58 9.8 114.3
32  A[EHELRTE TinyPerson HIESE FHUERMSLIOER
Baseline P2 IDFC EEFA ASFCF GTF P R F1 mAP50% mAP50 — 95% Params/M FLOPs/G FPS
v 35.6 17.7 23.6 15.1 5.26 2.58 6.3 233.6
v v 32.8 22.0 26.3 17.4 6.14 291 10.7 211.1
v v v 35.6 22.7 27.6 18.9 6.35 4.64 23.5 167.3
v v v 354 22.9 27.8 18.2 6.21 3.77 7.5 139.7
v v v v 35.6 22.8 27.8 18.6 6.46 3.52 6.9 134.3
v v v v v 35.2 23.3 28.0 19.0 6.61 3.63 7.0 114.3
v v v v v v 35.9 234 28.3 19.2 6.63 4.58 9.7 104.5
Ak, T — 8 CDF 5 GTF BURCER, X tefl, B BB e A [E H bR 2R 0 51 s 2 [

HGINHT G B AR E FE AT 7 X L. TR
VA R I8 I e T % AR A IR R KR 7 2R

X 4rEe/). Wl 7 fros, B CDF 5 GTF Wiz 4 5]
N, ZA/NHFRZEH] (U0 people. bicycle %) 7 & Xf



FxH

MRERE 5§ A THBIUA RN 469 5] 5 Xasitax b B Ande il ok 9

2 bR EE TR R v, SR S 2 ) Y iR
PIER R A BIAE R0sE. RN, B AR5 background

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

T R AL A L Ao W I PR, Dd AR R H A
HHERMX RSP iR T).

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

on 0w ov o [H - n n .
((((( oo B w o
.......
,,,,,,,,
w o |
background 071 os [CESENCET)
N O O A _ mm‘ n
IR 1 Egg e g
H i E 3 L H
H S g
H

(a) Baseline + P,

(b) Baseline + P, + CDF

(c) Baseline + P, + CDF + GTF

7 CDF 5 GTF #EREMBIEHIRBEESTEE

IR AR A 5 REAE T L P TR Ak 4 SRR R — 2L
Wik 8 A, B8 (a) 1M B X I 5 L, 5N H
PRI RE A TR E BAFIER 2 S0E. 8 (b) 5I
CDF Ja, fERI7E 5 2 /I H b X 387 B4 252 HL 17 B 1)

=

o

2

z

=

[o)}

=

Q

:

3

>

(a) Baseline+P,

232 ARMETRET RNERE R

IR FEAN [F) RS ) R 75 2O0f /s B AR
PERE M) 520, AR SCAE VisDrone2019 A1 TinyPerson £
P Loyl vt I U T DU MR & SR (1) 25 8-
[ ] B4 (2) 7 A)- 2 A) A8 EL P (3) 2% [) -3
AEHPHE. (4) B EBUR 4L K (CDF). SE56 5 R ik

(b) Baseline+P,+CDF
El8 CDF 5 GTF #BERE AR E Tt

Wi 7, FAE H AR G5 50 R AL A SR IO. 1& 8 (c)
#E— D454 GTF, A B e b T 515k H AR X
I, TR R R, /N H R DX 0 SN S

(b) Baseline+P,+CDF+GTF

3 Fiow, B3R XU 22 ¥ (CDF) 175 4% 136 br L 5 B 15
50y Nl vl LTl TR 71 A Ela e W
VisDrone2019 I mAP50% & 7+ T 1.8%, fF
TinyPerson b #2& F+ T 1.3%. FF H 1% 42 4 i@ i
IDFC 3 5 ik 22 . -8 40 838 K, 15 2 3 imb
0.38M.

3 FRIBRLEHRLE R VisDrone2019 1 TinyPerson #iEEE EHISLIN AR TEL

VisDrone2019 TinyPerson
Methods  double-backbone IDFC EEFA  ASFCF
F1 mAP50% mAP50 — 95% F1 mAP50% mAP50 — 95% Params/M
1) v 42.4 383 22.9 26.3 18.1 6.19 4.15
2) v v 42.8 389 22.6 27.8 18.2 6.21 3.77
3) v N v 429 39.1 22.8 27.8 18.6 6.46 3.52
4) v N v N 44.4 40.1 23.5 28.0 19.0 6.61 3.63

233 AREETHEHBSER

N T ARSI AR SR (CDF) 16/ B ARk
DR 55 Hh B RO, AR SCHEAT T 2 32 1 e s g,
¥ CDF 5 Z F R B R E T LT DL

F i Transformer T AT 7RG XS EL. #1544 78
VisDrone2019 i 5 I (1) S2ie 45 R Wik 4 fros. 5
I sk R, Frit Y CDF 3= T-{EfTfs <4 b b
B A AR BE, HEmAP50% 4 40.1%, mAP50 -
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95% AN 23.5%. TELRFFEAR S ECE R IS8 1 58
IR ARG 00

4 ARIFTFHLREERIIEE

Backbone P R FI mAP50% mAP50 — 95% Params
FastNet'® 453 353 393 349 19.8 5.48
Timm 48.1 36.0 40.6  36.7 21.4 14.68
EfficientVit"! 428 31.1 353 312 17.6 5.28
ConvNeXtV2"" 443 352 387 349 20.0 6.97
RepViT!™ 472 37.1 41.0 36.9 21.5 8.02
SwinTrans"” 498 40.6 443  40.0 23.1 31.41
CDF (ours)  50.4 39.6 444  40.1 23.5 3.63

2.3.4 EEFA AEREEXA EEFA-T ) HLESEL

ik — BRI % 5 IR SRR L (EEFA)
AN [ - 5 4 (R 1 P A8 AR S0 195 3 0Lt 2 A PR A3
B0y SCHAT T 3258 A IHEARTRZS (C, - Cy) H5l
N\ EBEFA-T B2 8, 4 2 O f- 57 40 35 38 50 45+
EEFA-F, SZ56 45 B AUN3% 5 fion, 24 EEFA-T BHefF
HTHIEZ (Cs Cy) B, BERAEMAP50% FlmAP50
- 95% L4050 40.1% Fi1 23.5%, P REE B AL

%5 EEFA SIARERERA EEFA-T SRS

Layers P R FI. mAP50% mAP50 — 95%
C,, Cy 489 39.1 435 39.8 23.1
C,.C,.C, 494 389 435 396 233
O, Oy Oy Oy 482 300 431 399 235
O, C, (ours) 504 396 444 401 235
2.4 XTHESEH

2.4.1 XTHSEIREER

WIE 6. 3 7 Prow, A SCHR )5 T 05 13O0 48
M1 51 5 2R AE G R I B0V 7E VisDrone2019 5
TinyPerson P > A JF #i £8 F kAT S5, 35 2
FEFA M F LT T MR Lh. SEIR gt BRI, AL
TiVEAE R 2R 5N RO B R .
VisDrone2019 %y #& 45 [, W T 5¢ 8 19 iF 1 48 #n
mAP50% Al mAP50 — 95% 43 7 ik # 1 42.0% Al
24.5%. £ TinyPerson ##54E F, 73 mliE 3] 1 19.2%
H16.63%, Fo5rBiiE 1 Fr i 5 VEAE RS BE SRRk
7 THT A 21

6 [EHRBTE VisDrone2019 HiEE LAY REXTEL
Methods pedestrian car Precision Recall F1 mAP50% mAP50 — 95% Params/M FLOPs/G
Faster-RCNN" — — — — — 329 19.4 414 208.0
RetinaNet™ — — — — — 334 20.7 36.5 210.0
TOOD"" — — 45.7 334 38.6 34.6 20.3 32.0 199.0
DETR™ — — 43.9 327 375 35.1 183 41.7 96.5
OSD-YOLOv10*” 33.7 75.9 43.9 325 373 334 19.1 1.6 7.9
FFCA-YOLO" 36.9 73.6 47.8 34.5 40.1 35.1 19.4 7.0 15.8
CSFCANet*" — — 46.7 36.6 41.0 35.6 20.5 9.1 35.8
YOLOV8-s™! 43.8 80.2 49.6 39.8 442 40.1 23.9 11.2 28.6
YOLOv10-s* 423 79.8 49.8 38.6 435 394 23.8 7.2 214
YOLOv11-n 36.4 76.6 44.2 342 38.6 33.9 19.4 2.6 6.3
YOLOvl11-s 43.9 80.4 50.3 39.0 43.9 39.8 24.0 9.4 213
YOLOv12-n*" 36.1 76.8 44.9 339 38.6 33.7 193 2.6 6.3
ED-YOLO"" 349 77.1 — — — 36.6 20.6 1.7 7.2
YOLO-LE®” 442 63.5 — — — 39.9 225 4.0 8.5
Ours 47.8 82.8 50.8 41.2 45.5 42.0 245 4.6 9.8

AL, Ayt — PR Fr g MR E AN R 5 R
17N B ARt GE /1, A SCLE VisDrone2019 4 4
AT T 23 Sl AL T B #, il 9 B, 7E
VisDrone2019 £, Sl 7 S S MM R
SRR ST N ST X L. S5 R R
B, A Gi A AL A (YOLOv11. YOLOVI2) £ & %)
st oy /N B bRl R 500 SO e #2 5 721 iR
0T EUEON EE AR, B 5ORRE A, w5k
IR 7R R 2R AT b, WA 5 r AR REAR

HSRHES /N H bR, AL R, AR
iR R L A A e, 7E = S AL
e, AT ARG A E AL EE B A S AT N, KA
5 B bR B — B RO AT, BETET S X
BARRE R AT H bR 762 BAREES 7R, AL
X 43483 H AR, D HER E SR EL S IR MRS, £
B 37 AT FrO A &5
2.4.2 HRERESHT

MGG 5 P55 01 B2 O AT, A% G026 R I 48 A K
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#*7 AT EHERIZE TinyPerson HIESE EHIMEREXTEL
Methods earth person sea person Precision Recall Fl1 mAP50% mAP50 — 95% Params/M FLOPs/G

YOLOv8-n"*" 15.2 13.9 34.6 16.7 22.5 14.6 5.03 3.01 8.1
YOLOV8-s* 16.4 16.2 35.8 17.5 23.5 16.3 5.76 11.13 28.4
YOLOv10-n® 14.4 12.7 31.8 16.5 21.7 13.6 4.75 227 6.5
YOLOV10-s 162 15.0 34.1 17.6 232 15.6 5.52 7.22 21.4
YOLOv11-n 162 14.1 35.6 17.7 23.6 15.1 5.26 2.58 6.3
YOLOv11-s 16.8 15.5 35.8 17.9 23.8 16.1 5.60 9.41 21.3
YOLOv12-n*" 14.7 13.0 34.0 16.5 222 13.8 4.71 2.56 6.3
YOLOv12-s%" 17.5 16.0 36.9 18.7 24.8 16.7 5.81 9.23 21.2
FFCA-YOLO" 19.0 15.6 38.9 18.8 25.3 17.5 591 7.0 15.8
Ours 19.1 19.2 35.9 23.4 28.3 19.2 6.63 4.58 9.7

b
e i

G
(a) YOLOVI2

&9

BEPZN R A A, SR EE S &
FUZRT Bt K, 5N O(K*C2L). Hoh ks
BUZRSE, COMEEE, LS ZH8. FRgtEr =
[ -7% ) F 4 H) e a7 1 58 4 A TR ) B R R
FATHEBURHE, BRI FER TR O(2k2C2L), T3
ZHEEE LI 4.15M).

NG, AR SCHE X F T 45 M 7E 5N IDFC, Jiid
PR RHIE L 5 5 AL SRR A B 7 S
B AR ERL%EL, (L, <L), %
KRB R BRARNO(K*C?L + k*CL., ), ZH Rk
£ 3.77M. B 5, # 5 7r SCHh ) C3K2 # 44 EEFA,
FIF FFT #EAT 42 R A0S 227, FCARRAE 1A o it 2 o
LGN CISTRECY IR ST VG NG S £ 55 = (..
R EL1 9O (C?) BN 7S [ R AL VR B BRI K,

7

(b) YOLOVI1

A RIHEEA VisDrone2019 HEEANFIH R THIATLILELER

(c) Ours

B AR SRR — P R 45 28 3.52M.

TE AL b, ASFCF fidudid 1x1 B R =
AV B S IS SRR AIE () B I SR, JELE A AT
Bk S ImTE R, IG5 b3 E K, 2800
N 3.63M. f£2 RUZREG M BLGI N\ GTF i, HT
AT Z S ERAE A R R, AR E R R
GBI GER IR, HEIRERO(C?). &AM
G 2 4.58M, HH K FERIETHIRMEE
S B RPAE R ), AR S R AT DR AE P AR U A

FEAESIIA S 7 1, ASCH e fE NVIDIA RTX 4080
Ti(16GB & 17 ) b #F 47 Wk, & 9 &5 R B 7R 8
VisDrone2019 5 TinyPerson (45 I ) 4 BEI5 & 7
%4 114.3 FPS 5 104.5 FPS. M4k, A SCEEH 1%
i i) NVIDIA RTX 3080 Ti (12GB & 77 ). NVIDIA
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R FXH

RTX 1070 Ti (8GB % 7#) #1 NVIDIA RTX 3060 Ti
(8GB A7) XA HEAT 1K, HEER S & T
30 FPSU ™ [y Sz b B2 1 RE AR vfE, #E— B IE T ASC
FERIFEA R & L RA 2.
3 & #w

ASCHRH 7 — MR T B ORI SR 1 5 2 U
TERL A AT B2, B 7RI FH B ANLBLHI 3% 5 F B9/
H AR R B 12 SR AL B T TR - A UL 19 465 &
M, 7853 R A5 23 ()38 5 AU R AR SR B ) AR 34, SEE s
WG B = AR P R BG . 7R IR B, ARSI
1t 1 EEFA B, it = 0 o 5 7 J2 B B R, A
BT T XN B bR A I R R AL R 75 R B3 T
ASFCF 3, F1 H ) 25 AL i) 52 B ek 5 2 8] 3%
FROER) HOE M Rl G IRE 2 RERHMER A B BT
T GTF, SEIL 1 AS[A R BERFAE I8 SO 5 5 = 350
[f]. 7 VisDrone2019 5 TinyPerson %% S 78 fiji 471 £ H%
£2 RIS, g5, Frde B B 5 VEAE /N B As kil
1 L7 T EUA T FaoE B3 I ER T, B0AIE 7 AR
W IR . ARk TAEW 3 — DA AL B SRR A 5
B0, BARTHE R R, IR R IEAE e B br
Fr il B A BN AT 55 Y g ).
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