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RareBoost: A rare value self-boosting imbalanced regression method via
rare region identification

LIU Dan, FU Ying-zi, FU Guang-hui'
(Faculty of Science, Kunming University of Science and Technology, Kunming 650500, China)

Abstract: In imbalanced regression tasks, the uneven distribution of continuous target variables poses a significant
challenge for predicting rare values, with the core difficulty lying in effectively defining and identifying these rare
values. To address this challenge, this paper first proposes a novel rare region identification strategy, named K K -
means, which combines kernel density estimation and K -means clustering to systematically identify and merge sparse
sample points in the target variable space into continuous rare intervals. Furthermore, a rare value bootstrap-based
imbalanced regression method (RareBoost) is proposed, based on the identified rare regions. The RareBoost first
extracts information from the identified rare intervals through label density ratio weighting and dynamically adjusts
sample weights during the bootstrap sampling process to enhance the model's focus on rare regions. Subsequently, a
Stacking meta-learner is employed to integrate these base learners with “rare value awareness~ , forming a predictive
model that balances global efficiency and local accuracy for rare values. Experimental results demonstrate that the
RareBoost achieves average improvements of 8.7%, 5.8%, and 13.8% over the best baseline method in terms of ANLL,
RMSE, and R?, respectively, confirming its effectiveness.
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LIRS 2% 2] 8% L, Stacking & T 027 3] 85 %) 3
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Algorithm 2 RareBoost#.iZ:




8 = % 5

*OR

FxE

LN BIEE D VG AN Ew, =1, H
i=1,...,n; BBERFEFERT, —REEB[/IE{L}I,.
TR SIE8 L, LDRE, 88 B = 50;

2:fort=1— 1T do

3: Tt =13T

4: DAL A BERAEAS BF4E D, FEATERAENE R
FHFE AR B w, Y8, 55 E AR TE T Re gk b

5: D, BT AN TR p, ()

6:  LDREAUHE AR Ew”

7: B R w KR T R E BRAE

8: H RSB FE D NGRF IS,

9: MY = L(x,), HFi=1,...,n

10: end for

11: 3@ i Baggingl” % — i i, 91" %Z;@E”
(it=1,...,n)

12: B — G TR AE B R E, #4036 i BB 4 D, =
{(z:, 9},

13: TE Dy FINGR 22088 L

14: 3@ 1 Stacking il F 76 >3 3 0 3k 2% S 98 4 AT I

&
15: Byt SR 2T g
3 £ W
®1 LRFERNBESE

ID Dataset N F nRare IR Type
1 a7 160 9 7 4.58 H
2 diabetes 35 3 4 12.90 H
3 autoPrice 165 16 3 1.85 L
4 housingBoston 407 14 40 10.90 H
5 wages 429 4 1 0.23 B
6 strikes 501 7 1 0.20 H
7 mortgage 841 16 60 7.68 L
8 treasury 841 16 79 10.37 L
9 airfoild 1203 6 11 0.92 H
10 fuelConsumption 1413 26 27 1.95 B
11 acceleration 1387 12 30 221 B
12 debutenizer 1918 8 90 4.92 H
13 space_ga 2487 7 21 0.85 B
14 maxTorque 1442 20 43 3.07 B
15 abalone 3343 8 374 12.60 B
16 deltaElevation 7615 7 1802 31.00 H
17 hungary 521 20 21 4.03 L
18 sulfur 8065 6 606 8.12 B
19 ailerons 11003 41 186 1.72 B
20 forestFires 416 13 7 1.71 H
21 Slump 103 9 5 19.60 L
22 Concrete 1030 8 10 102.00 B
23 Yacht 308 6 42 6.33 H
24 kinematics8fh 6556 9 50 0.77 B

B0t BT Rt 1 25T A DX SR 3 ) M E B
AN (8] 5 77 9, A SCfE FH KK-means 75  {8 [X 35
XI55 J5 B EHE, 72 AH R 2641 R, A5 A 5 A YA AN TR
(AL EE bR R B2 w5 7 A {ELTE B B R e R 2R, JF
TESE BHE B2 Hh g AT VERE VP AL . SR8 R M gmfEE 5
N R 4.4.3 A
3.1 SEWFIRERST
3.1 ¥, OB

FESEIG H, FRATAAS RIS R e B | 24 AN 4E
ANPAE IO 4R X SR AR SR H UCT MLAR 2% 21
WUEE A KEEL AR, F T VPl L8 2 o) Sk i vk
e 351 R T BHE AR 0 F EARAE. SR B A,
FH Tukey!™® i 46 2% BN 5504 X 18], [ e 5%
P FE DX 0] _F (A 2491 4 (nRare). 1R IEFE 4 T
DU E B S5 (N) RRAESL (F) AUAPT LG (IR).
Ba, BRI BFEE BB BN PARA, R
7 W SR R B S A6 TP AR R A T B0 T AR
B A 1) 5 AL, 00 W i 2 284 43 0l RIG (L) B (H),
T 40 SR AR TR v T LR B B A, TSR 3
M (B).

3.1.2 PHEIRIR

ESEIG A, EH T = NVE B AR, Bl ANLL.

RMSE FI R?, KPPl (1 1 8. tH 5 A R

ANLL(f) = — Yl f(z)),  (10)

Hor, f(a,) RRMREA z, KRB, N2
MRRFEA O BOR. 12, ANLL U/, Al ok .

RMSE:\IiZ(yi—Qi)Q, (11)
R_1_ Zizl(yi ) (12)

S w5t
Horr, y, RORSEBRE, 9, BB TNE, n RS
i, 4, 1N EBRMERIIIME. BN ANLL F1 RMSE {5
DA% 255 5 1) R2 A 22 A S 70 1) 3 B
3.1.3 SEIGEST

N T PRIEEIE R 2060, L, 7R3 22 2B B
A FAE T DR AS [ (ML 2% 2% > 507 GLM. rpart.
SVM A1 KNN. 7t %% =) By Bofdt ] = Fp A [5] B B 25 2
]85k Ridge. GBRT 1 XGBoost. ASLEG [ % H
AR VAR 7 A 48 AL (R 3 o e 0 2. R,
TE 24 NEBAP B 5E S F T DU AS [R] A
J7 1 W% PR (Inverse Density, ID). 737 £ &8
PR % (Quantile Tail, QT)+ B {E ' +C» bR %X (Threshold



% xH %] F % : RareBoost: —#F & T# A KR A 69# A48 6 Bh - = )3 7 &

Center, TC) FIUAH <M BRI 2L (PHI), 1X L84 8 J7 v I8 i
R SH. ID AUEE R A0 KDE X B ARAR & % R it
ATA B, I W 538 DX A5 PR R A 4 e 2 v RO L, i
BRI E T 5. QT BUE s BUE i 7 7 H07 7
WA R FRE A, IE N R B B s 4y B s I B
TC A bR HUR I8 A AR 5 Hp A7 55010 D 25 72 5 0 T A
BB O 25 A7 2. PHI S Torgo 2 H 1 AH
FMEHH g : Y — [0,1]. ID. QT. TC F1 PHI J5 ik
& AN R

1
Wip, = —— | 13
T ply) +e (13
nify; <qeory; = qie,
- 14
wer, {1 otherwise , (14)
|y¢ - L|
=1 , 15
Wre; + maz(|ly; — L|) + € (13)
Wppr, = ¢(Yi), (16)

e EIR AR, v, KRB IR B E. p(y,
R I A A R A T 3 A A B AR R
flivt. btk E B ER TR, 5NN L
AT I AR B, AE AR (13) W, BB w, p, & il I FE
Ay, WIHER B p(y, ) R H B0, M efE N5 BEF
W, 1A (14) H, BB wer, By, 5T BI{E g A
¢ HBHUE. Yy, < ¢ 80> ¢, Mwer, BUEZS L
EnERIAE 2), BIEL 1. A5 (15) 3, BE wpe,
Ry 5L LB RE RS, st i Ak 2k Gt /)
HMEXT 45 R e, i e, FEA T (16) W, B E wpyy,
8 Torgo #2 H A MR BRI L o (y, ) T, 1% PRI
T B y, R FE AR .
3.1.4 HWER

K2 EBE 4 BR TAFRINELE S AL PR 1) 45
B REECI, & RE NG, 15k 2
1, RareBoost 7E ANLL fi#r & ZL T ID. QT. TC
A PHI J7%. Bfkk%, RareBoost f]°F-#5 ANLL {
4 2.025, B 2K T ID(2.371). QT(2.249). TC (2.219)
1 PHI(2.332), AL7E 24 NMEHEETH 21 N TR AE
FHL. B nfE B3 £ 6 I, RareBoost ] ANLL iX 3|
0.386, 1zt K T H Aih 5 ¥4 (ID: 0.734, QT: 0.554, TC:
0.555, PHI: 0.792). {8 75 2 30 AH X 882 55 1) $095 £
15 b, H ANLL {E 5 R FFBUR KT, AR 1% 07 %
FERR ity 185 0 AR E PE.

7 3 # RMSE #8545 R [F A 2 7, RareBoost
& # T ID. QT. TC Al PHI J5 ¥, H:°F ¥ RMSE
N 58.566, 1% T ID(67.541). QT(66.709). TC(62.164)
H1 PHI(63.233), H.7E 20 ™ #4iE £ h R I £ 9 4

*2 A RE7ER ANLL B
Dataset ID QT TC PHI RareBoost
1 6.032 6.791 5.958 6.781 5.682
2 4.305 3.568 4.225 3.583 3.246
3 4.554 4.154 3.987 4.290 3.941
4 3.628 3.535 3.850 3.969 3.385
5 3.489 3.509 3.560 3.657 3.495
6 0.734 0.554 0.555 0.792 0.386
7 0.446 0.265 0.370 0.268 -0.079
8 2375 2411 2.349 2.381 2.295
9 1.001 1.010 0.943 0.883 0.850
10 9.650 8.750 8.830 8.774 8.632
11 —-1.149 —-1.201 -1.292 -1.214 -1.334
12 -0.274 —0.488 —-0.509 —0.449 —0.529
13 7.852 8.153 7.818 7.843 7.749
14 -2.618 —2.622 —2.648 —2.625 —2.644
15 2.664 2.650 2.650 2.650 2.644
16 4.408 4.638 4.624 4.659 4.343
17 —-1.765 -1.713 -1.754 -1.752 —-1.785
18 —7.204 —7.285 —7.285 —7.284 =7.290
19 0.738 0.711 0.711 0.714 0.708
20 2.653 2.601 2.690 2.727 2.589
21 13.150 10.824 11.371 11.211 10.416
22 5.723 6.583 5.571 6.428 5.578
23 -3.091 -3.015 -2.930 -1.917 —3.288
24 —0.400 —0.399 —0.394 —0.401 —0.404
Average 2.371 2.249 2219 2.332 2.025
*®3 T REI7EZEH RMSE B
Dataset ID QT TC PHI RareBoost
1 7.327 7.628 7.126 6.969 6.587
2 9.127 7.111 8.554 7.007 5.629
3 3.242 3.014 2915 2.990 2.873
4 4.677 4.931 5.211 5.242 4.901
5 7.145 7.319 7.434 7.708 7.202
6 0.339 0.330 0.327 0.351 0.322
7 0.251 0.227 0.238 0.228 0.211
8 2.598 2.671 2.523 2.598 2.396
9 0.641 0.627 0.601 0.575 0.564
10 914512 796.602  791.365  805.105 739.949
11 0.075 0.069 0.064 0.069 0.062
12 0.160 0.137 0.135 0.140 0.133
13 581.532  671.922  579.570  582.448 548.207
14 0.176 0.175 0.171 0.175 0.172
15 3.462 3.416 3.416 3.416 3.396
16 18.065 20.916 20.954 20.697 17.654
17 0414 0.432 0.417 0.418 0.406
18 0.180 0.166 0.166 0.166 0.165
19 0.506 0.493 0.493 0.494 0.491
20 2.961 2.900 3.011 3.052 2.932
21 14.659 14.333 13.337 14.376 12.768
22 47.879 54.488 42.738 53.055 48.348
23 0.904 0.939 0.999 0.147 0.060
24 0.162 0.162 0.163 0.162 0.161
Average 67.541 66.709 62.164 63.233 58.566




10 7 o# 5 xR Fxt
#z4 ARFEMRME AT A E. HatE AR T prs:
Dataset ID QT TC PHI RareBoost
1 —0445  —0.566 —0367  —0.307 —0.168 CD =q, k(lg;l), (17)
2 2844  -1333  -2377  -1.266 ~0.462 . o e o
3 0827 0850  0.860  0.853 0.864 o, kNS el LERISHEAH, N AR L
4 0736 0707 0672  0.669 0.710 A5 % B Friedman # % 5 Bonferroni-Dunn 5
3 068 0.670 0660 0634 0.681 JE AL I8 X A A R A T A BE AT SE it LR
S O S A % ST Friedman KGOS, BT P I T
8 0.856 0848  0.865  0.856 0.878 0.05, Ui BH &/ DH M T L2 [BIAF1E T35 2 5.
9 0872 0878 0888  0.897 0.901
10 -0464  -0.111  —0.096  —0.135 0.042 RS TREFENTFHHERZ T Friedman #1845 R,
11 0.716 0.761 0.792 0.762 0.803 Metric ID QT TC PHI RareBoost P Significance
12 0988 0991 0991 0.991 0.992 ANLL 3.833 3375 2958 3.708 1.125 1.847E-09  TRUE
13 -0228  -0.639  —0.220  —0.232 -0.091 RMSE 3.833 3.625 2.833 3458 1250 1.590E-08  TRUE
14 0978 0978 0979 0978 0.979 R® 3792 3.542 2.833 3.583 1250 1.865E-08  TRUE
15 0496 0509 0510 0510 0.515
16 0457 0273 0270 0288 0.482 B T Friedman ¥ 3 36 46 77 B 45 2 vE Pk 68 A1
17 0510 0466 0503  0.500 0.530 A (I (P < 0.05), #5451 Bonferroni-Dunn
18 0.791 0.822 0823 0822 0.824
19 0.835 0844 0844 0843 0.845 =+ J5 ki 35, IR RareBoost 5 HAth PU F 55 3% (ID.
20 0.734 0.745 0.725 0.717 0.739 QT. TC. PHI) Z [8] ] 2 5.
21 0.967 0.968 0.972 0.968 0.975 Ezl—(jﬁq:', ﬁ%iﬁk — 5Eﬁﬁ7ﬁméﬁ]\f — 24, *E
2 0618 0505 0695  0.531 0.610 " . .
23 0988 0987 0985  0.968 0.995 4 I F* R A o = 0058 B 19 1 F* 16 gao.05 =
2% 0216 0215 0207 0218 0.222 2.498, THE A2 F 2 7 1E CD=1.245. 75 Wi Fl &%
Average 0470 0515 0507  0.544 0.619 (P28 22 A T CD 4, TN R Fo bk e 7 7 5 2% 2

7EHHE £E 2 b, RareBoost [ RMSE A 5.629, 4% ID.
QT. TC 1 PHI 43 7| P T 38.14%- 20.79%- 34.28%
F119.64%. B 75 R IARR BAR I H 4 12 |k, K
RMSE 4 0.133, s i i fa g k.

* 4 P R2¥RFRIT 25 ik — PR B, RareBoost i
ZT ID. QT. TC Ml PHI 753, HoF¥ R2 4 0.619,
& ID(0.470). QT(0.515). TC(0.507) A1 PHI(0.544),
HAE 20 /N Ed 45 Hh R L s £ B an7E £ 46 16 I,
RareBoost [1] R?IA #] T 0.482, # ID. QT. TC fl
PHI 7 5T T 5.47%- 76.69%- 78.52% F1 67.36%.
X 15 B RareBoost AN EHEAA L HAG I H, 7E4% & %
P BRI R, B I0E 7 A A 4 5]
TS5 A 51
3.1.5 WRS5LHT

A5 5% F Friedman £ %" 5 Bonferroni-Dunn
R o B3 05 AT SR IRALE, PR TR AR A 1
FOU S92 E AN P67 B b G P BE 25 5% . Friedman £
Bt — M T RRIR S B0, H T A 2 A
BRBAEREEREER. & PHEDTBEMEKE,
TN RN S ) A7 A 10 3% 22 7. 45 Friedman 636 45 3
.2, W3k — 25 % B Bonferroni-Dunn & 46, ) W 3
HL S HAh Sk 22 5, BTG 5 2 FE (CD)

=1
Pa

Kl 7 Jgos 1 2 Ml U5 5 4E ANLL, RMSE Al
R*¥5¥5 1) Bonferroni-Dunn #56 CD . 5i4% 1
B e B HER, P35 HE 44 R I el . 2148
HEEMERLEE ZE RN EE. /£ ANLL f5 45 |,
RareBoost 1] ~F 2 #& 4 1.125, & & ft T ID. QT.
TC. PHI % J7 . [ #% 3, £ RMSE Al R* 45 b5 L,
RareBoost [FIFER IR H, “FH8k5 4 1.250, 5 HAth
TNEAEAE R 2 5. B8 ID. QT. TC. PHI J5 22 |
M REAHIT, 12 RareBoost £ =/ Mahs FH B ERTE

T | T 1
RareBoost

m—

PHI TC
QT —————
(a) F8#5 ANLL
‘ T
5 4 3 2
D—— RareBoost
QT TC
PHI
(b) #1845 RMSE
5 4 3 2
D—— RareBoost
PHI TC
QT ——— B
(c) IR
&7 7% MEFR_L Bonferroni-Dunn 35 458R CD
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AT, R HAE TR BN R BRI S 7). 45k
RareBoost /£ ANLL. RMSE Fl R? =AM PFAfr %E.ﬁti@
AR TR BTV, i B B ) P A
4 5 ®
TEVE 22 SEBR N H, T 82 AN P i $i i 1) B br AR

I WA A, 5 UM B DX R AR I R A T PN
HMe. NI, ASCHR Y T 3T R X R ) E‘Jﬁ‘iﬁﬁ@
BhAS P17 [5] V9 77 vk (RareBoost). 1% J5 ¥k 45 & 1% %
fli1h 5 K-means T35, MR FA XI5k, ﬁ%hm
T RRAE R TRONRS . 85 LDRE BUE (1 B BIER
IR BT V5, 33— 20 1 5 1 R RS0 s A A AR 1 o7

RE 7, R 0l 2 A2 AN S B30 s ) TR0 v IR . S
3@%%?@3}3, RareBoost 7E % ™A FF B 45 LA 1%
Gk, R R AR 5 R, 1R A T A
7 150 AT 55 o B9 RO TR T 56 R SR 5 AT BL3E
— LA RareBoost 7 K HUBLEL 5 £ TR RUE,
HRRHIEA R Rz AR
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